
 

Immerse yourself in Chinese culture at the  
Bettendorf Public Library 

 
Programs on literature, calligraphy, food, medicine, history, 
political situation, music, language, martial arts & customs 

 
www.bettendorflibrary.com 

Click on Calendar of Events for details 
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Global Gathering China: Why It Matters 

Global Gathering 2008 features two months of progra ms and 
activities for all ages as well as cultural display s on China. 
Over 200 new library items on China are featured in  Display 
Central. Our purpose is to not only enhance underst anding of 
China as a rising world power and its diverse peopl es and 
cultures, but to respect and appreciate the diversi ty our 
neighbors with Chinese roots bring to our community . 
 
Highlights include a Moon Festival and programs by Ying 
Chang Compestine, an award-winning author and Asian  food 
authority. We hope that our variety of offerings wi ll broaden 
horizons, challenge assumptions, lessen misundersta ndings, 
and build bridges between cultures.  
 
Our thanks go to the Bettendorf Pubic Library 
Foundation , the major sponsor of Global Gathering China.  
Appreciation also goes to members of the local US-China 
People’s Friendship Association and the Quad Cities Chinese 
Association for their  assistance in planning programs. 
 
For additional information, visit www.bettendorflib rary.com. 



 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

����������$%���������
�������
&����������$%���������
�������
&����������$%���������
�������
&����������$%���������
�������
&� ���

����
Learn more about China!  Gain a chance to win a prize! 
 
Beginning September 3, contest entry forms with an interesting fact 
about China will be hidden throughout the library.  If you find a 
symbol, fill in your name and phone number on the form and place in 
the contest box located in Display Central.   
 
First prize - Gift certificate to Borders 
 
Second prize -  Gift certificate to Dewey’s Café  
 
Contest ends on October 24 at 5:00 p.m.. 
Drawing will take place on October 27. 
 
Winner will be notified by phone. 
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 Discover China through art and craft.  We’ll have Chinese scrolls, 
papercutting and sculpture from the Augustana Art Collection on 
display, thanks to Sherry Maurer.  And Dr. Marcia Smith will display 
tea pots, a nice counterpoint to the program she’s hosting on September 
27. 
 Thanks to members of US-China People’s Friendship Association 
and the Quad Cities Chinese Association for sharing items on display 
throughout the library during Global Gathering China. 
 Christopher Wegscheid went to China in fall of 2001, traveling in 
large cities such as Beijing as well as a small village where they hadn’t 
seen Westerners since the 1930s.  You can view his photos that 
document both the rural and the urban sides of modern-day China. 
 



 

Thursday, September 4   
Introduction to Mandarin Chinese - 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.,  
Bettendorf Room 
 Mandarin, the most widely spoken first language in the world, is 
spoken by over 70% of the population in China.  Come learn a few 
basic phrases of this language written with more than 50,000 characters 
in which the tone of a word completely changes its meaning.   
 Class will be presented by Fan Youxin and Wang Miao, two PhD 
students from East China Normal University, Shanghai who have been 
chosen to work with the Confucius Institute at the University of Iowa.  
The Institute offers Mandarin languages classes in both the Iowa City 
and Quad Cities area. 
 
Wednesday, September 10   
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) - 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m., 
Bettendorf Room 
 Acupuncture - The What, How and Why of It will be presented 
by Qiang Zhang, DC.  Through a slide presentation, Dr. Zhang will give 
an overview of the history behind acupuncture, which is an integral part 
of TCM.  He will discuss chi, the body’s energy flow system, and 
discuss some of the health conditions which acupuncture might 
alleviate.  
  Dr. Zhang graduated from Harbin Medical University, China with 
a BS in medical science and a MD degree.  While a chief neurosurgeon 
in Harbin, he also studied under masters at Jiamusi Xingli Traditional 
Chinese Medical College to become a Certified Doctor of Acupuncture. 
In 1990 Zhang came to the Quad Cities.  First earning a Masters in 
Science of Anatomy from Palmer Institute of Graduate Studies & 
Research, he then  
graduated with a Doctor of Chiropractic degree from Palmer College.  
Dr. Zhang’s practice, Authentic Health Center, is in Moline. 
 



 

Friday, September 12   
Brown Bag Lunch Series: Chinese Folk and Classical Music - 12:15 
p.m.—12:45 p.m., Bettendorf Room 
 Tom Cao, flutist, Kevin Li, violinist, and Kelsey Qu, cellist, 
celebrate their heritage by performing music from China.  Bring your 
lunch, relax and enjoy the music.  The library provides free coffee from 
Dewey’s Café.  This program is funded by Friends of the Bettendorf. 
 
Saturday, September 13 
Mystery Book Discussion Group - 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., Malmros 
Room 
 The Chinese Alchemist by Lyn Hamilton led by Augustana 
College professor Jen-Mei Ma.  Ms. Hamilton will be present for part 
of the discussion by speaker phone. Books are available for loan on a 
first-come basis at the Information Desk starting August 1. 
 Dr. Jen-Mei Ma is Chair of the Asian Languages Department at 
Augustana College, Rock Island.  Augustana is a founding member of 
AsiaNetwork and was among the first U.S. colleges to re-establish ties 
with China in the 1970s. 
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 This festival celebrates the end of the harvest 
and is an important celebration in China.  Families and individuals of 
all ages are invited to visit the library this evening to participate in a 
variety of fun activities and learn more about Chinese culture.  
 Make a Chinese paper lantern, taste traditional moon cakes, view 
a Chinese vegetable carving demonstration, listen to and perhaps try to 
play the Guzheng, an ancient Chinese musical instrument.  These are 
just a few of the many activities that will be offered. 
           More 



 

 Children will enjoy a special story-time reading of “The 
Monkey’s Tale” from the Dragon’s Tale and Other Animal Fables of the 
Chinese Zodiac.  Hear poetry read to the moon in both English and 
Chinese and learn about and view the moon through high powered 
telescopes.   
 Two special performances of the colorful and athletic Dragon 
Dance by the Vietnamese Art and Culture Association will highlight the 
evening.  A detailed list of all activities will be published.  Plan to 
come! 
 
Tuesday, September 16 
China from the Opium War to Modern Times - 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., 
Gilbert Room 
Session One: 1840-1912 – From the war to promote opium to the end 
of the imperial era 
 Learn about the opium trade, the abdication of the last Qing 
emperor and Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s revolution, events that resulted in 
China’s internal upheavals and external sorrows throughout the 20th 
century.  Presented by Dick Landis.  Session Two: 1912-2008 will be 
on October 7. 

Dick Landis studied Chinese at the Institute of Far Eastern 
Languages, Yale University.  He has been active in the development of 
both Iowa’s and Dubuque’s sister state/city relationships with China.  
Dick has taught Chinese language and history at Dubuque-area 
colleges and interprets for governmental and business meetings. 
  
Wednesday, September 17  
Contemporary Books Discussion Group - 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., 
Malmros Room 
 The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Mones led by Black Hawk 
College professor Karen Hindhede.  Ms. Mones will be present for part 
of the discussion by speaker phone. Books are available for loan on a 
first-come basis at the Information Desk starting August 1. 
 Karen Hindhede has her MA from University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and is an instructor of English and ESL classes at Black Hawk 
College . 
 



 

Wednesday, September 17  
Contemporary Books Discussion Group - 7:00 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Malmros Room 
 Sky Burial: An Epic Love Story of Tibet by 
Xinran led by Augustana College professor Marsha 
Smith.  Books are available for loan on a first-
come basis at the Information Desk starting August 
1. 
 Dr. Smith is a professor of sociology at 
Augustana College and Coordinator of its Asian 
Studies program. She holds a MS degree and a 
Ph.D from Purdue University. She has visited East 
Asia numerous times as both a visiting scholar and researcher as part 
of her ongoing interest in Chinese family and gender issues. 
 
Tuesday, September 23  
Keeping Tabs on China’s Rise - 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Bettendorf 
Room 

The library presents this program in partnership with the World 
Affairs Council of the Quad Cities and the World Community 
Institute. China’s rise is arguably the principal strategic fact of the 
twenty-first century. Where China goes—and how fast—will have a 
significant impact on the shape of the international system and will 
exert considerable influence on the future of American security and 
prosperity. What makes the rise of China so important to the United 
States?  Is conflict with China is inevitable? Will China’s ambitions 
keep it from considering U.S. interests?  Michael Schiffer will discuss 
these issues as well as share why a carefully balanced and calibrated 
U.S. policy toward China is necessary. 

R. Michael Schiffer is a program officer in Policy Analysis and 
Dialogue Program at The Stanley Foundation. He works on Asia 
programs and a range of other US national and global security issues. 
Before joining the foundation, he was a Council on Foreign Relations 
International Affairs Fellow at the National Institute of Defense Studies 
in Japan. 
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 An authority on Asian cuisine and 
culture, Ying will share some of her diverse 
talents and creative energy with us at five 
presentations.  Times and details of 
presentations are listed on the facing page. 
 Ying has written several Asian 
cookbooks and is the spokesperson for 
Celestial Seasoning and Nestle Maggi.  She 
speaks on the health aspects of Asian 
cooking and has developed recipes 

balancing the Yin and Yang in foods.  Appearing on many televised 
cooking shows, Ying also lectures on cruise ships and is a regular 
contributor to many cooking magazines. 
 Not surprisingly, several of her eight children’s picture books are 
on subjects relating to Chinese food.  These delightful books include 
The Real Story of Stone Soup and The Story of Noodles. 
 Ying’s award winning book, Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party, is 
her own fictionalized memoir of growing up during the Cultural 
Revolution in China.  The hardships she endured, including hunger, 
oppression, and the imprisonment of her father are told through the 
experiences of her fictional character Ling.  This book is recommended 
for youth ages 10 and up and for adults. 
 Born in Wuhan, China, Ying earned a degree in English literature 
and taught English and worked as an interpreter for the Chinese 
government.  In the U.S. she earned a graduate degree in sociology 
from the University of Colorado and later taught sociology at colleges 
and universities in the U.S. and China.  Visit her website at 
www.yingc.com for more information. 
 
 

 



 

Wednesday, September 24  
Preschool Storytime with author Ying Chang Compestine - 2:00 p.m. - 
2:30 p.m., Junior League Program Room 
 Compestine will share what life in China was like as a child and 
share some of her favorite Chinese stories.  No registration is required. 
 
Wednesday, September 24  
Food in Chinese Culture - 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Bettendorf Room 
 A national authority on Asian cuisine and culture, Ying Chang 
Compestine will talk about the role of food in Chinese culture and share 
her passion for healthy eating.  She will share how to maintain the 
balance of Yin and Yang in the body by preparing perfectly balanced 
recipes for personal wellness. 
 
Thursday, September 25 
Senior Day with Ying Chang Compestine - 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., 
Bettendorf Room 

Ying Chang Compestine, author of Revolution is Not a Dinner 
Party, will share her experiences growing up in Wuhan, China during 
the Cultural Revolution in the 60s and 70s.  Refreshments will be 
served by Palmer Hills Retirement Center.   
 
Thursday, September 25  
Book Discussion: Revolution is Not a Dinner 
Party - 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.,  
Bettendorf Room 

Students and adults are invited to join this 
book discussion group led by author Ying 
Chang Compestine. Copies of Revolution Is 
Not a Dinner Party are available at the Youth 
Services desk, as well as through the library 
catalog. 
 



 

Saturday, September 27  
The Treasure of Tea: Exploring the Art of Chinese 
Tea Culture - 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., Junior League 
Program Room 
Participate in this workshop to learn about Chinese 
tea culture from Dr. Marsha Smith. You will  have the 

opportunity to experience four teas in two different tea ceremonies. One 
is a traditional ceremony and the second is a Bai Minority ceremony.  
Dr. Smith’s extensive Chinese teapot collection is also on display at the 
library. 

Dr. Smith is a professor of sociology at Augustana College and 
Coordinator of its Asian Studies program. She holds a MS degree and a 
Ph.D from Purdue University. She has visited East Asia numerous times 
as both a visiting scholar and researcher as part of her ongoing interest 
in Chinese family and gender issues. 

 
Tuesday, October 7 
China from the Opium War to Modern Times - 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., 
Gilbert Room 
Session Two: 191 to 2008 – From the warlord era to China’s 
reemergence on the world stage 

Following failed promises made to China after WWI, many young 
Chinese intellectuals turned to Communism as a way to revitalize their 
country.  The national government under Chiang Kai Shek reasserted 
itself against the northern warlords in the 1920s, only to be 
overwhelmed by the Japanese Empire in 1937.  Out of these economic, 
political and military disasters emerged Mao Ze Dong and the Peoples 
Republic of China. Despite mistakes made from 1949 to 1985, China 
has begun to reemerge as a world power. Program presented by Dick 
Landis.   

Dick Landis studied Chinese at the Institute of Far Eastern 
Languages, Yale University.  He has been active in the development of 
both Iowa’s and Dubuque’s sister state/city relationships with China.  
Dick has taught Chinese language and history at Dubuque-area 
colleges and interprets for governmental and business meetings. 
 



 

Wednesday, October 8 
Geographical Patterns in China’s Development:  Key Issues in Its 
Future - 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m., Bettendorf Room 
 As China experiences rapid rates of economic development and 
social change, it faces major issues related to location of economic 
activity, urbanization, migration, transportation, population growth and 
environmental quality.  Central to all of these issues is the unequal 
distribution of economic activities and of many variables linked with 
quality of life.   This presentation will outline the extent of these 
“spatial inequalities” and the great challenges facing China in dealing 
with such issues.  Program presented by Dr. Norm Moline. 
 Dr.Norman Moline, professor of Geography at Augustana 
College, is co-director of Augustana’s East Asian foreign term program 
and co-advisor of the Environmental Studies program.  A graduate of 
Augustana, Moline went on to earn both his M.A. and PhD from the 
University of Chicago. 
 
Saturday, October 11 
Mystery Book Discussion Group - 9:30 a.m. - 
11:00 a.m., Malmros Room 

Firemaker by Peter May led by Bettendorf 
Public Library librarian Hedy Hustedde. The 
Chinese Crime Writer’s Association named May an 
honorary member of their Beijing Chapter, making 
him the only Westerner to receive this tribute. 
Books are available for loan on a first-come basis at 
the Information Desk starting September 13. 
 



 

Tuesday, October 14 
Olympics Ambassador Project - 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Bettendorf 
Room 

Twenty-four students from the University of Iowa spent this past 
summer as media volunteers at the 2008 Summer Olympics.  Hosted by 
the Beijing Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games, they served 
as reporters and writers on the front lines of the Olympic News Service.  
While there they met with the Chinese media as well as media from 
other countries and served as flash quote reporters, interviewing 
athletes after competition.  Some of the students will share their 
experiences at this program presented in partnership with the World 
Affairs Council of the Quad Cities and the World Community 
Institute. 
 
Saturday, October 18 
Martial Arts Demonstration – 3 p.m.- 4 p.m., Bettendorf Room 
 Young adults and all ages are encouraged to come experience 
authentic Shao-Lin Chuan Kung Fu. John Morrow of Morrow's 
Academy of Martial Arts will be demonstrating the traditional Chinese 
animal forms; the Leopard, Snake, Dragon, Tiger and Crane. The 
second demonstration will pit two men against each other with various 
traditional Chinese weapons. They will show how the five forms can 
adapt and defend any sort of challenge. 
 John A. Morrow’s martial arts journey began with the study of 
Judo in 1966. In 1972 he earned his black belt in Shao-Lin Chuan 
Kung-Fu and he currently holds the rank of Master in this style. Mr. 
Morrow is certified by the state of Iowa in Aikido. 
 



 

Monday, October 20 
Hands-on Workshop on Chinese Calligraphy – 7:00 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Kelinson Room 
� Calligraphy is not only a technique for writing 
Chinese characters, but with painting and poetry 
forms an interdependent visual and poetic art that can 
be appreciated for its beauty. Peter Xiao will discuss 
the historical background, the five important 
historical scripts, and the tools for this art.  Under his 
guidance, class participants will have the opportunity 
to try their hand at calligraphy, using brushes and ink.   
 Class size is limited.  Required registration begins September 15 
and ends at noon on October 17 or when class is full. To register call 
344-4175 or register online at www.bettendorflibrary.com/events.  
 Peter Tong Xiao, art department chair at Augustana College, was 
born in Beijing, China, growing up during the Cultural Revolution.  
After his junior year at Beijing Normal University, he left China to 
pursue studies at Coe College, Cedar Rapids, and graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa with majors in fine arts and English.  He earned his Master of 
Fine Arts from Tyler School of Art, Temple University.  While not 
claiming expertise in Chinese calligraphy, he has a deep interest as an 
important part of his cultural heritage. 
 
Wednesday, October 22  
Contemporary Books Discussion Group – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m., Malmros 
Room 
 Sky Burial: An Epic Love Story of Tibet by Xinran led by 
Augustana College professor Marsha Smith.  Books are available for 
loan on a first-come basis at the Information Desk September 17. 
 Dr. Smith is a professor of sociology at Augustana College and 
Coordinator of its Asian Studies program. She holds a MS degree and a 
Ph.D from Purdue University. She has visited East Asia numerous times 
as both a visiting scholar and researcher as part of her ongoing interest 
in Chinese family and gender issues. 
 



 

Wednesday, October 22  
Contemporary Books Discussion Group - 7:00 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m., Malmros Room 
 The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Mones led by 
Augustana College professor Jen-Mei Ma.  Books are 
available for loan on a first-come basis at the 
Information Desk starting September 17. 
 Dr. Jen-Mei Ma is Chair of the Asian Languages 
Department at Augustana College, Rock Island.  
Augustana is a founding member of AsiaNetwork and 

was among the first U.S. colleges to re-establish ties with China in the 
1970s. 
 
Thursday, October 23 
Senior Day – 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., Bettendorf Room 
China: The People, History and Customs 
 Travel to China via a slide presentation by Xixuan Collins.  See 
some of its marvelous sights, plus be introduced to China’s ancient and 
modern history, its 56 ethnic groups, customs, and etiquette. Persons of 
all ages are invited to attend this program, part of the monthly senior 
day series.  Following the program, refreshments will be served by 
Bend of the River Pilot Club. Xixuan is a member of the Black Hawk 
College Speakers Bureau. 
 Dr. Xixuan Collins was born and raised in China.  She has served 
as a university professor in China and as an interpreter for a Chinese 
investment company.  She came to the United States in 1997 to attend 
Iowa State University where she earned a Ph.D. in nutrition and then 
completed her postdoctoral training at the University of Iowa. She has 
been an instructor of biology at Black Hawk College since 2004 and a 
member of Black Hawk College Speakers Bureau.  She is Chair of 
Center for Teaching About China for the U.S. China Peoples 
Friendship Association Quad Cities chapter. 
 
 



 

Our thanks 
to the  

for sponsoring 
Global 

Gathering China 


